Body image: using women who have had breast surgery as a case study.
This paper attempts to bring together some of the social and historical influences which impact on body meaning and thereby influence body image formation. Using women with breast cancer as a case study, it is argued that the resultant body image construct has implications for women's attitudes towards their bodies in general and their breasts in particular. These influences are considered in relation to women's response to threats against body image integrity such as those posed by surgical intervention for breast cancer. Knowledge and awareness of the factors which affect body meaning and body image can be used to improve our understanding and care of a wide range of patients with advanced disease.